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The A.C.T. Club -  

Caring for the Well-

Being of Spartans 
By Nicholas Vandervort 

Student members of the A.C.T. Club are showing that they care 

about their classmates at Rosemont Middle School. The club’s 
name, A.C.T., stands for Against Cigarettes and Tobacco. The 
club’s goal is to inform students of the dangers of cigarettes and 
tobacco products. Involved in the planning, organizing or 
supervising, teachers Ms. Inglish, Ms. Hutchinson, Ms. Peters, 
Mrs. Welsh, Mr. Grant, and Mr. Hoang make sure the club is a 
fun place for students to get involved in this important cause. 
The club focuses on first educating their members and then 
using some creative methods to make sure their message gets 
out on the Rosemont campus. 
 The A.C.T. Club holds three workshops each school year. The first meeting of the year had mentor students from 
Clark High School’s K.A.T.S. (Kids Against Tobacco Smoke) Program teach the club members specific information about 
the harmful effects of tobacco. The second workshop focused on creating animations that would get the attention of 
students on campus and educate them about smoking and tobacco use. The club members used information they 
previously obtained from their mentors of the K.A.T.S. Program to plan the design of their projects. Animators from 
AnimAction (a company that teaches students how to create hand-drawn animations) were invited to teach the club 
members how to animate their projects. The final workshop takes place on March 31st. It will focus on the upcoming 
sixth grade tours and preparing other marketing materials exposing the dangers of cigarette and tobacco use. 
 Something as simple as the 

actions taken by the A.C.T. Club can save 
lives, as it is vitally important that 
students understand the risks of being 
exposed to tobacco products. Ms. 
Inglish explains the urgency of educating 
young people on the subject by saying, 
“With vaping becoming such a problem 
in our country, there is so much 
misinformation out there, that kids need 
to know how bad tobacco, in all its 
forms, can be.” Rosemont is very 
fortunate to have such dedicated 
teachers and creative A.C.T. Club 
members who care so much about 
student health and are willing to get 
involved to help. Way to go! 
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1. 

Valentine’s Day Trivia 
By Madeleine Cho 

 
1. About how many Valentine’s Day cards 

are sent worldwide each year? 
a) 1 billion 

b) 2 billion 
c) 10 billion 
d) 100 billion 

 
2. Of the roses purchased on Valentine’s 

Day, about what percent are red? 

a) 91% 
b) 44% 
c) 69% 
d) 72% 

 
3. Which U.S. state generally produces the 

most roses for Valentine’s Day? 

a) California 
b) Florida 
c) Georgia 
d) Colorado 

 
4. Who typically receives the most cards on 

Valentine’s Day? 

a) Wives 
b) Husbands 
c) Kids 
d) Teachers 

 
5. What is the most popular gift on 

Valentine’s Day? 
a) Flowers 

b) Chocolate 
c) Cards 
d) Jewelry 

 
6. Cupid is sometimes described as being 

______ 
a) Mute 
b) Blind 
c) Deaf 

d) Legless  

 

Answers… 
1.A   2.C   3.A   4.D   5.B   6.B 

The History of the Day of Love 

By Delia Amirganian 

The day gets its name from a famous saint, but there are 

several stories of who he was. The most popular belief 
about St. Valentine is that he was a priest from Rome in the 
third century A.D. It is said that he was a very generous and 
caring man. The ruler at the time, Emperor Claudius II, had 
banned marriage, because he thought married men made 
for poor soldiers. Valentine felt this was unfair, so he broke 
the rules and arranged marriages in secret. When Claudius 
found out, Valentine was thrown in jail and sentenced to 
death. There, he fell in love with the jailer's daughter and 
when he was taken to be killed on the 14th of February, he 
sent her a love letter signed, "From Your Valentine." 

Although the truth behind the Valentine legends is 
murky, the stories all emphasize his appeal as a 
sympathetic, heroic, and, most importantly, romantic 
figure. By the Middle Ages, perhaps due to this reputation, 
Valentine would become one of the most admired saints in 
England and France. Valentine greetings became popular 
during the Middle Ages, though written Valentine’s didn’t 
begin to appear until after 1400. The oldest known 
Valentine still in existence today was a poem written in 
1415 by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his wife while he was 
imprisoned in the Tower of London.   

In addition to the United States, Valentine’s Day is 
celebrated in Canada, Mexico, the United Kingdom, France 
and Australia. By the middle of the 18th century, it was 
common for people of all social classes to exchange small 
tokens of affection or handwritten notes, and, by 1900, 
printed cards began to replace written letters. Americans 
probably began exchanging hand-made Valentines in the 
early 1700s. Today, according to the Greeting Card 
Association, an estimated 145 million Valentine’s Day cards 
are sent in the U.S. each year, making Valentine’s Day the 
second largest card-sending holiday of the year. 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages
https://www.history.com/topics/tower-of-london
https://www.history.com/topics/mexico
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     Answer Key for the WORDSEARCH From page 5 

 

E G I C A N D I E S C W G H H   

C B T R A E H T E E W S M E W   

N W K V S E S O R X H P O T J   

A C F A S F O G U W S T V A O   

M G M L W C O U P L E S K L F   

O R Q E B M B T Y D E U Y O W   

R C E N R Z I C D O J H K C I   

H U P T A P M Y K N K F F O E   

P P Q I T L B J D L I R N H C   

K I R N A E J L M Z S W G C T   

P D P E A V L S C G S C N Q D   

O B H R D D V E U Q E M G L O   

E Q D X H Q D H V O S E C L T   

B Q S T R A E H R O E O F C U   

G Y R A U R B E F T L P I M C   
 

 

 

 

Crossword Puzzle Answers 

From page 5 

 
3. Valentine 
4. Gift 
6. Chocolate 
8. Cupid 
10. Ribbon 
11. Red 
1. Hug 
2. Heart 
5. Flowers 
6. Candy 
7. Love 
9. Pink 
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FLAG FOOTBALL AT ROSEMONT 

By Mary Aghamali 

Flag Football is one of the exciting sports played at Rosemont. 

The team works on cooperation and compromising which 
makes them successful throughout their season. At their first 
competition, the Spartan team claimed victory against 
Roosevelt with a score of 42-8. The crowd went wild! The Flag 
Football has sixty-five players on the team, all of which are 
focused on acquiring many wins this season. Their coach, Paul 
Schilling, has been doing a great job of leading the team to a 
successful season. 

Football can be very tough physically, but there are 
also benefits to playing the sport. Seventh grader and 
offensive lineman Jesse Flores explains, “Football has taught 
me to be more disciplined and strong.” During big plays, the 
Spartan players use their strength and strategy to win the 
game.  

Coach Schilling has taught the team well, encouraging 
the young players to work hard every day and proudly show 
their school what can be accomplished with work and 
dedication. The season began with a win, and that is spurring 
the team on to victory this season and the season is not over 
yet. There is still time to attend a football game and cheer on 
the Spartan athletes. Go team! 
 

Lights, Camera, Students! 

By Tammy Guardado 

Stage & Video class is a brand new elective that 

started this year. It is taught by Mrs. Riehl, Rosemont’s 
Drama Teacher. The class is a full-year elective. The 
lessons taught in the class are divided into two 
semesters. In the first semester, the students learn 
how to work with professional equipment such as 
boom microphones, cameras, and tripods. They also 
film funny skits, cooking shows, and music videos. 
They can edit and create the videos however they like. 
During the second semester, Mrs. Riehl helps the 
students put on a huge spring play with costumes, 
makeup, and lights. All Rosemont students and 
parents are invited to watch the performance. In class, 
the students spend time practicing for the play or 
working on their improvisation. What students like 
most about the class is that they can laugh and be 
wacky. They are continuously moving, so no one sits in 
their desk all class period. 

In this new class, Mrs. Riehl encourages 
students to believe in themselves and be willing to 
explore new ideas. “I’ve taught drama for 14 years at  

              Continued on page 4 

 

 
“Guess the Teacher” is Mr. Bedrousi,  
science teacher. 
 

“Guess the Staff” is Mr. Reyes 
health clerk. 
 



 

  

   

GUESS THE STAFF 

 By Celine Haghverdian 
 

 
 

This staff member has been working at Rosemont for two years. 
This staff member went to Burbank Middle School. 

This staff member graduated from Glendale Career College. 
This staff member has two children. 

This staff member likes to try different types of foods.
This staff member’s favorite color is blue. 

Answer on page 3 
 

 
 
 
 

SPARTAN SPOTLIGHT:  

An Athletic Spartan 

By Emily Abcar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Over the weekends, Eron likes to hang out 
with his friends and play more sports such as 
football, soccer, and basketball. He has two younger 
brothers who attend La Crescenta Elementary 
School and they also play basketball together 
frequently. Eron’s future goals include becoming a 
chef or a professional athlete.  

Eron chose Spanish as his elective because it 
is challenging and allows him to learn a new 
language. He has also earned Spartan of the Month 
and was very proud to receive the title. His role 
model is Stan Lee, the American comic book writer, 
editor, publisher, and producer. “Stan Lee was a 
very kind, humble person who inspires me every 
day.” Eron enjoys learning and is looking forward to 
seeing what the future holds for him. 
 

Some of the qualities of a 

Spartan are discipline, 
focus, commitment, and 
being competitive. Eron 
Payawal demonstrates all 
these qualities when 
playing his favorite sport, 
soccer. He has been 
competing in soccer for  
 nine years and plans to continue playing the sport 
for a very long time. Eron likes to challenge himself 
athletically, and this sport allows him to do just that. 
He is currently playing for a private team at 
Crescenta Valley High School. Eron has competed in 
various soccer tournaments, earning many medals 
and trophies. 

Lights, Camera, Students    continued from page 3 

Rosemont but also used to do commercials and videos myself. I was excited to share that experience with 
students,” Mrs. Riehl explained. Every student gets their own iPad to use with the tripod, and they use the iMovie app to 
film. Students start sketching out their ideas on a storyboard. They write scripts and start to group together. In their 
groups, students choose their roles (director, camera manager, etc.) After choosing their roles, they act on the roles and 
start to make their video. For improvisation, the students just work together to keep their scene flowing.  

For seventh graders looking for a great elective next year, this could be the one to sign up for. They would just 
need to fill out the application, improvise with three other students for the audition, and be able to work well without a 
lot of supervision. The Stage & Video class is only available to students for one year. After taking this class, students will 
get credit for it at Crescenta Valley High or Clark High School so that they can continue to take film production classes in 
high school. This is a perfect elective for students interested in learning about the film industry and how to present their 
ideas in a video. When students walk into the Stage & Video class, they should be ready to enjoy themselves and get 
creative! 
 

 

BOOK REVIEW: Fablehaven 

By Noelani Joo 

A story like no other, with adventure, suspense, and humor, 

fits the description of Brandon Mull’s hit book Fablehaven. 
Two siblings, Kendra and Seth, have the common brother-
sister rivalry until they have to stay with their mysterious 
grandpa. Their grandpa seems to be normal at first but later 
turns out to be the caretaker of Fablehaven, a magical 
sanctuary for mythical creatures. These creatures range from  

                   Continued on page 7
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       WORD-SEARCHING FOR LOVE Designed by Rachel Lee 

 

E G I C A N D I E S C W G H H   

C B T R A E H T E E W S M E W   

N W K V S E S O R X H P O T J   

A C F A S F O G U W S T V A O   

M G M L W C O U P L E S K L F   

O R Q E B M B T Y D E U Y O W   

R C E N R Z I C D O J H K C I   

H U P T A P M Y K N K F F O E   

P P Q I T L B J D L I R N H C   

K I R N A E J L M Z S W G C T   

P D P E A V L S C G S C N Q D   

O B H R D D V E U Q E M G L O   

E Q D X H Q D H V O S E C L T   

B Q S T R A E H R O E O F C U   

G Y R A U R B E F T L P I M C   
 

CANDIES 

CHOCOLATE 

COUPLES 

CUPID 

FEBRUARY 

HEARTS 

HUGS 

KISSES 

LOVELETTER 

POEM 

ROMANCE 

ROSES 

SWEETHEART 

TEDDYBEAR 

VALENTINE 
 

 

 
Answer key on page 3 

Valentine’s Day Crossword Puzzle 

By Isabel Haytayan 
 

Across 

3. Will you be my _________? 
4. Another word for present. 
6. A type of candy that is used in brownies. 
8. A magical baby that flies around, making  
people fall in love. 
10. A type of string used for  
decoration and tying presents. 
11. A color used to fill in hearts  
and roses. 
 
 
 
 

Down 

1. A gesture used to show affection  
that can be platonic or romantic. 

2. An organ used to pump blood through your body. 
5. He gave his girlfriend a bouquet of _______ that she put in a vase. 
6. Jelly Beans, Airheads, Twizzlers, and Sour Straws are all an example of this. 
7. Something you feel for friends, family, or a significant other. 
9. A color often seen in hearts and cotton candy.                                                                          Answers on page 3 



 

 

 

  

Page 6 

TECH CORNER:  
The Newest iPhone 11,  

Pro and Max 
By Chloe Ban 

The recently developed Apple phones, 

the iPhone 11, the iPhone 11 pro, and the 
iPhone 11 max, came out on September 
20, 2019. At first glance, you can see that 
there are two to three camera lenses. 
One of the lenses is a night mode camera. 
When it is dark and you still want to take 
a good quality photo, the night mode will 
help you to take good pictures. The 
iPhone has been equipped with a larger 
sensor that enables more light to come in 
which results with a higher brightness 
photo. There are also an ultra-wide mode 
and wide-mode lenses. The ultra-wide 
mode in the iPhone 11 allows you to 
zoom in more than a normal phone can 
zoom in. The iPhone 11 pro and max have 
an ultra-wide-wide telephoto that has the 
ability to zoom in on farther distance 
objects. 

In addition to the new lenses, 
there was an update on the front camera. 
The new update gives the picture a wider 
angle making it useful for group pictures. 
The portrait mode can help to get a more 
professional picture. When you apply the 
portrait mode, the background centers 
the main subject of the photo. 
Furthermore, unlike the other iPhones, 
the live photos and videos play muted 
when you are scrolling through your 
gallery.  

The iPhone 11 has more of a 
variety of phone color choices, such as 
black, white, yellow, purple, red, and 
green. The iPhone 11 pro and max come 
in midnight green, space grey, silver, and 
gold. The phones are made to be 
waterproof so an accidental water splash 
doesn’t damage the phone. According to 
what Apple has announced, the iPhone 11 
has the most durable glass screen ever 
made. “Dual ion exchange process” 
strengthens the back and front glass. 
With all of the features in the iPhone 11, 
this is a very great phone for many 
uses.
 

 

MOVIE REVIEW- Tangled 

By Lillian Nazarian 

Tangled is a 3D computer-animated musical adventure film released 

by Walt Disney Pictures. It is based on “Rapunzel,” one of the German 
fairy tales published by Brothers Grimm. I thought the visual effects 
were impressive. The film’s animation combined computer-generated 
imagery (CGI) and traditional animation. They also added beautiful 
handmade illustrations to create the feeling that you are looking at a 
painting.  

Tangled features the voices of actors Mandy Moore, Zachary 
Levi, and Donna Murphy.  The movie contains many memorable songs 
created by composer Alan Menken. It basically tells the story of a lost, 
young princess with magical, long, blonde hair who longs to leave her 
secluded tower. Against her mother's wishes, she accepts the aid of 
an intruder to take her out into an adventurous world which she has 
never seen.  

I think Disney did a great job creating this movie. Tangled is an 
awesome film to watch with your friends and family. You will not be 
disappointed with this entertaining story of Rapunzel, in animated 
form. It’s a tale of self-discovery and adventure that will touch your 
heart. I would rate this movie with 4 out of 5 stars. 
 

 

MOVIE REVIEW- Frozen Two 

By Molly Necus  

One of the newest Disney movies currently showing is Frozen Two. 

This film is a wonderful story about hardship and perseverance. It 
begins with Elsa hearing a voice singing in her ear. The main 
characters, Elsa, Anna, Kristof, and Olaf then set off to find where Elsa 
really belongs. They decide to go to the enchanted forest since that is 
where they believe the singing voice is coming from. In the forest, 
Elsa meets the spiri0.ts of the land: Water, Wind, Earth, and Fire. But 
where is Elsa really from and where is the voice coming from? 

Walt Disney Pictures did a wonderful job of creating a new 
favorite movie for many young people to enjoy. I believe it has a 
powerful message and a great story line. The film reminds the viewers 
of the importance of appreciating their family and of having 
perseverance. Frozen Two is great to see in the theater but everyone 
is waiting for the DVD version to come out so they can watch it at 
home. Many are also hoping for the creation of a third sequel to the 
movie, adding to the future of this beautiful story. 

I think Frozen Two was a wonderful film because the cast of 
Idina Menzel (Elsa), Kristin Bell (Anna), Josh Gad (Olaf), and Jonathon 
Groff (Kristof) made the characters come to life. Anyone wants to see 
a good entertaining movie in a theater should go see Frozen Two and 
follow Anna, Elsa, Olaf, and Kristof into the unknown. I would rate this 
move 4.5 out of 5 stars. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3D_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_animation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adventure_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer-generated_imagery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer-generated_imagery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_animation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-photorealistic_rendering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandy_Moore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zachary_Levi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zachary_Levi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donna_Murphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Menken


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

By Alice Kim 
 

This teacher was not born in the U.S.A. 
This teacher was recently married. 

This teacher speaks three languages. 
This teacher loves taking road trips and camping. 

This teacher’s favorite hobby is photography. 
This teacher has two German Shepherds. 

 

Answer on page 3 
 

 
  
 

 

  
By Michael Dermody 
 

Dear Michael: The newest phone is out in the market, and all of my 
classmates are getting one. I, on the other hand, have parents who 
will not allow me to get a phone until I am “old enough.” I have 
desired a phone for quite a while, but now I want one more than 
ever; I really want that new phone! What should I do? 
Phoneless 
 

Dear Phoneless: My advice to you is this: avoid the peer pressure! It 
may seem tempting to purchase the “new phone” out there, but 
there is practically always a “new phone” coming out. Besides, the 
way I see it, the only useful feature of a phone is its communication 
aspect. The “newest phone” is likely to have updates on other things 
and possess the same communication features as all other phones, 
so getting a more inexpensive phone is really not a loss. 
Furthermore, if your parents say that you are not ready for a phone, 
you are not ready for a phone. Take their word for it. 
Michael 
 

Dear Michael: My friends have been abusing me on social media, 
calling me “fat,” calling me “stupid,” and threatening me in various 
ways. Despite having done all possible to keep this sort of 
maltreatment from occurring, the constant stream of insult and 
threat continues to persistently flow. How should I go about solving 
this problem? What more can I do? 
Seeking Assistance 
 

Dear Seeking: In your letter you mentioned “friends,” but I read only 
of bullies. Social media is swamped with them. The internet was 
created to answer questions and provide information, not to serve 
as the gateway to an unnecessary and problematic means of 
communication – so I say ditch those so-called “friends” of yours, 
and, while you are at, ditch the whole social media gig. Retain your 
dignity, and, if you are so set on having friends, at least go out to 
search for real ones.  
Michael 
 

Dear Michael: My homework is overwhelming me, and I NEED 
SLEEP! I have obtained not an hour of shut-eye for almost three 
months now, and I am falling apart! I have too much homework, 
resulting in too little sleep; that is the gist of it -- so please help me. 
What am I to do? 
Exhausted Out of My Mind 
 

Dear Exhausted: You have a severe case of sleep deprivation, 
serious yet simple to cure. Just get some sleep! All of that 
homework will become much more manageable and simpler to 
complete once you get some much-needed shut-eye. Acquiring rest 
every night and a healthy breakfast each morning is much more 
important than completing every last bit of your homework each 
day. Do as much homework as possible before bedtime, but make 
sure not to go past that. If you set up priorities and manage your 
time wisely, the majority of the homework will get done, and that is 
all that matters. It is always best to finish it all, but, remember, sleep 
is more important than homework.  Michael 
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BOOK REVIEW  Continued from page 4 

vain and beautiful fairies to greedy, despicable trolls. 
Kendra and Seth’s grandfather sets strict rules to 
keep the children safe in Fablehaven but Seth is too 
reckless and curious and breaks the rules. Many 
powerful and evil forces are released, and the 
children must work as a team to save their family 
and their own lives.  

This book has a great deal of character 
development and a good plot, both of which are  
ideal for a great book. I really enjoyed reading this 
book, because there was always an unanswered 
question that only reading ahead could answer. 
Each chapter either continued the other or put the 
reader in a different setting, making the book very 
appealing to readers. Brandon Mull also told the 
story very well, using lots of details and description 
while writing.  
 Fablehaven is one of the six books in the 
series. If you enjoy the first book, be sure to read 
the rest. As each book ends, it leaves the reader on 
a cliffhanger and then resumes the tale in the next. 
Mull’s books thrill readers, and you might just find 
yourself becoming obsessed with the series. In 
conclusion, I would recommend this book to readers 
who enjoy adventure and a good laugh, but be 
weary, because in Fablehaven “None who enter will 
leave unchanged. Trespassers will be turned to 
stone.” 
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Spartan Scroll Staff 
 

The publication design class staff of writers, 
reporters & photographers are: 

 

Emily Abcar, Mary Aghamali, Delia  
Amirganian, Daniella Avetisyan, Chloe 

Ban, Eva Blakely, Madeleine Cho, 
Michael Dermody, Tammy Guardado, 
Celine Haghverdian, Isabel Haytayan, 
Noelani Joo, Alice Kim, Arax Kotanjian, 

Rachel Lee, Lillian Nazarian, Molly 
Necus, Misganech Teahan, Nicholas 

Vandervort. 
_____________________________ 

 

Instructor / Editor / Advisor 

Nicola DiCarlo 
_________________________________________________ 

 
 

Feel free to contact Miss DiCarlo 
at ndicarlo@gusd.net 

or phone 

(818) 248-4224 ext. 6206 
 

SPARTAN SPOTLIGHT: 

A Bright and Cheerful Student    By Eva Blakely 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vienna has always had a bubbly personality, which helps her 
make new friends, and comfortably talk with people. Her favorite 
subject is English but she enjoys all her classes. She lives with her 
parents and has a sister. She considers her parents her role models 
because they are caring, considerate and funny people. Vienna has a 
great love for animals and in her free time, she likes to play with her 
cat and pet snake because they help her relax and feel less anxious.  

When she gets older, Vienna plans on becoming an 
endocrinologist, a doctor that treats patients with diabetes, so she 
can help people who have the same condition that she has. As an 
artistic person, Vienna enjoys drawing and doing crafts. She has a 
very big imagination and she loves to use it while creating art and 
reading books. An optimist, she has a positive attitude and always 
looks on the bright side of things, even when life gets tough. Vienna 
is one bright Spartan and a cheerful student too.  

      

 

Always cheerful, Vienna St. Dennis 

is excited for what’s next to come. 
She is always excited to go to 
school because she will be learning 
new things every day. Vienna is 
also very involved in extra activities 
at Rosemont. She is on the track 
team, a member of C.J.S.F., and 
regularly attends the Got Faith 
club. After school, she plays on a 
soccer team.  
 

8TH GRADE WIDENS 

CFE POINT GAP 

By Misganech Teahan  

The CFE assemblies are some of the more 

exciting events held at Rosemont. The 
Competition For Enjoyment assemblies have 
the seventh and eighth grade classes 
competing against each other in a friendly 
rivalry. Whoever earns the most points by the 
last CFE competition receives their yearbook 
before the other class, and gets a yearbook 
signing party during fifth and sixth period.  

Before the most recent CFE, the 
eighth graders were leading by eleven points. 
While winning four of the six events eighth 
grade earned thirty-seven more points! The 
seventh grade earned a total of twenty-five 
points. As of the last CFE on February 14th, the 
eighth grade had earned 136 points and the 
seventh grade had earned 119 points.  
 Who does Mr. Anker think will win the 
competition this year? “I don’t know,” was his 
answer, because sometimes the seventh 
graders will catch up with spirit points from 
spirit week. Even though the eighth grade 
class has won many times in the past, the 
seventh grade class has also won in the past. 
So, may the best grade win the competition 
this year! 
 BOOK REVIEW: The War That Saved My Life 

By Arax Kotanjian 

Are you looking for an interesting, dramatic book to read to pass time, have 

fun or read for a school assignment?  Well, I have just the book for you! 
Kimberly Braubaker Bradley’s, Newbery Honor Award winning book, The War 
That Saved My Life, is sure to keep you on the edge of your seat. The book 
follows Ada, an 11 year old girl who has a clubfoot, meaning that her right 
foot is twisted upwards, instead of down. Her mother is very ashamed of 
Ada’s foot, so she doesn’t let her out of the house and treats her horribly. So, 
when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape World War II, 
she sneaks out and goes with him.  

Ada and Jamie are sent to the country, where they are placed into 
the hands of Susan Smith, a kind woman used to only taking care of herself. In 
Susan Smith, Ada finds something that she had never known before: trust. 
Miss Smith, as they call her, teaches Ada to love herself and stay strong, no 
matter what others say. But when the war intensifies and their mother arrives 
to take them back to London, the story takes another turn in the plot. 

I recommend The War That Saved My Life to anyone looking for an 
intense and exciting book filled with heartbreak, to disappointment, to joy, 
this book has it all. So, head to the closest library and pick up The War That 
Saved My Life by Kimberly Braubaker Bradley. If you like the book, make sure 
to also read its sequel, The War I Finally Won, in which Ada and Jamie 
continue their journey. Happy reading!   

 


